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| thought it would be fun to talk about how
Japanese words are used in English, because there
are many Japanese words for food which are
commonly used and understood by English speakers.

Foods like sushi, ramen, tempura, wagyu, udon,
soba, gyoza, and many others are very popular in
America, so the Japanese word for these foods
don't require English explanations of what they are
Words like “anime,”

or need English alternatives.

“ikebana,” “manga,” and “shiatsu,” are widely used
and understood to describe these specific elements
of Japanese culture. Although words like “cartoon”
and “flower arrangement,” exist as their English
translations, they are considered different entities.
There are also some words that are borrowed from
Japanese that are pronounced a little differently in
English For example, the word “tsunami,” although
written with a “t” is pronounced “sunami” Although
the “ts” sound exists in English, it typically only
presents at the end of words, like in “pants,” and it
is very difficult for English speakers to start words
with that sound. The next closest sound, the “s”

sound, is used as a replacement.
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