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As some of you may know, | went to the United
States to visit my family and | recently arrived
back in Kumamoto. It was interesting to experience
reverse culture shock when | was back home. In a
way, it felt strange to speak English all the time
again. | had grown so accustomed to using Japanese
in my daily life that it was bizarre to use English as
my default for communication. | was also reminded
that | was not in Japan anymore when | would have
random conversations with strangers out and about.
Americans are known for being very friendly and
will start spontaneous conversations with you, by
complimenting your shoes, clothing, or hairstyle for
example. It is very different from the culture in
Japan where people tend to leave strangers alone.

It was an aspect of American culture that | didn't

realize | missed.
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