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Over Golden Week I was able to go to Saga and visit
Arita Town during the Porcelain Festival. It was the
first time the town held the festival since the start
of the pandemic. I saw so much beautiful porcelain
pottery and ceramic goods. There were local vendors,
as well as ones who came to the festival from as far as
Tokyo to sell their pieces at the festival. I even bought
some beautiful handmade hashi-oki from a woman
from Kumamoto, a graduate of Daini High School and
Kumamoto University who was selling her pieces on a
stretch of road surrounded by her former classmates
and upperclassmen. My friends and I also stopped at an
interesting shrine that was right off the street that the
festival was on that featured a unique porcelain torii
gate. It was a fascinating blend of Japanese culture
and the culture of the town. I thought it was a beautiful
homage to a treasure of the town while still honoring a

deep and beloved Japanese tradition.
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