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Hil During Golden week, I've been able to stay in a
few different types of Japanese houses—from older
style, tatami-filled ones to modern apartments. Western
houses are quite different, but | think the biggest differ-
ence may be the intended length of use. |'ve read that
most Japanese housing isn't meant to be used for
more than 30 years before being rebuilt (though it may
last longer). This entails a number of differences in
construction and a different dynamic for real estate
markets. In terms of construction, walls of western
houses are usually much thicker and use insulation to
retain heating and cooling (there are also many other
differences due to earthguake resistance building in
Japan).

Generally there isn’'t too much tech that changes in
western houses besides appliances, where as Japa-
nese construction may vary greatly with the newest
amenities and earthguake/fire/flooding resistance.
What this means for the real estate market is that
houses in Japan may lose value over time (for the land
has value, rather than what is built on it) while western
houses retain or increase in value (since both the
structure and land hold commercial value). I'm sure the
shorter life cycle affects architecture, too. I'm curious
to see what the next generation of houses will look like!
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