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Happy New Year! | can’'t believe it's the start of a
new calendar year. The month of December was filled
with lots of fun activities. | watched Yamanishi students
participate in a marathon. That was really awesome! All of
the students tried their hardest. At Kawahara Elementary
School, | had a delicious Christmas meal with all of the
students. The Christmas cake really put me and the
students in good spirits! At Nishihara Junior High School,
| watched the closing ceremony of their second trimester.
All of the students at Nishihara, Yamanishi, and Kawahara
did very well this trimester. But this ceremony made me
realize how quickly time passes.

Furthermore, one of the village people taught me
a Japanese saying “Ichi-go Ichi-e” (it's a Japanese four-
character idiom). The English translation is “cherish every
encounter, for it will never happen again”. As we all begin
this new year, let’s cherish every moment we have with
our family, friends, anyone and everyone. For time passes
quickly, so let's savor every moment we have with each
other.
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