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In recent years, Glover Garden in Nagasaki has
become a popular tourist destination. The man who the
gardens are named after is Thomas Blake Glover (1838-
1911) who was born in Fraserburgh, Scotland.

Glover first came to Japan in 1859 when he began
trading in Japanese green tea. He founded his own
company in Nagasaki and built the first western style
house in Japan at his Glover residence in Nagasaki.

The contributions that Glover made to Japan at a
time of great social change are numerous and varied.
Glover is credited with bringing European style beer
brewing practices to Japan when he founded the Japan
Brewery Company that later became Kirin Brewery
Company Ltd.

As well as beer, Glover played a part in the formation
of one of Japan’s biggest companies: Mitsubishi. He also
brought the first steam locomotive train to Oura district
which was demonstrated on an 8 mile track.

Although Glover is well known in Japan, in Scotland
he is relatively unknown. When he left his homeland, he
was never to return. He died in Tokyo in 1911,

Glover’s achievements in Japan were recognised
when he was awarded the Order of the Rising Sun,
presented by the Emperor of Japan in 1908. Glover
was the first non-dapanese person to be bestowed this
honour.
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