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The 2014 World Cup in Brazil may have finished
only a few months ago but the next big football event is
already underway. Euro 2016 is the European version of
the World Cup. European teams compete in qualifying
group stages before the main tournament starts on the
10th June 2016. It is held every four years, like the World
Cup.

The 2016 tournament will be held in France. The
last tournament they hosted was the World Cup, 16
years ago, when they defeated Brazil 3-0 in the final. The
champions at the last European tournament were Spain
in2012.

Scotland last played at the European Championships
in 1996 when the competition was held in England.

Scotland have been given a tough group for the 2016
competition, with current World Cup holders Germany in
the same group, along with fellow Celtic compatriots, the
Republic of Ireland.

The European Championships will feature 24 teams.
Qualifying started on September 7th and there are 53
teams competing in 9 groups. The hosts France qualify
automatically for the main tournament.

You can follow the progress leading up to the
tournament online; just type: www.euro2016.com into
your browser for the latest results and news.
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