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Oops!

Even after 2 years, Japanese culture is still a
mystery to me. I'm always learning something
new. Shopping is still a challenge, because stores
are arranged differently, and | can't read many of
the labels. Last week, | went to a friends birthday
party. It was my job to buy the cake and some
birthday candles. | went to a general store to
buy candles. | wanted at least 25 candles, since
my friend was turning 25. | asked a store clerk
where the candles were. She pointed them out to
me, and | bought a box of about 50 small white
candles. But when | got to the party, all of the
Japanese people looked shocked and surprised,
and many of them laughed or clapped their hands
together, like they would at a shrine. It turned
out | had bought Japanese candles. Thankfully,
everyone had a good sense of humor about it,
and we laughed all night about the "death candles"
| had bought.
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