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Japan vs. America: Graduation

In Japan, the new school year has already begun, but
in America, students usually graduate in late May or
early June. Actually, students only "graduate" from high
school and from college. They "finish" elementary
school or junior high school. American students take far
fewer tests than their Japanese counterparts, and pass-
ing from elementary school to junior high school, or
from junior high school to high school, is usually not
considered difficult. But high school graduation is
marked by a large ceremony. Students wear graduation
gowns and caps, parents come to watch, and many
students have big graduation parties for their families
and friends. Afterward, students have a summer break
from June to mid-August, when the new school year
usually starts.
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