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February 2nd is Groundhog Day

February is the month of Valentine's Day. Every-
body knows that. But have you ever heard of Ground-
hog Day? The holiday comes from a Pennsylvania
Dutch tradition (The Pennsylvania Dutch are
descended from early German immigrants who settled
in Pennsylvania, and my grandmother is actually
Pennsylvania Dutch). A groundhog is a small animal,
similar to a badger or an *anaguma¥*.

According to legend, on February 2nd, the ground-
hog comes out of his hole. If it is cloudy, he stays
outside and winter will end soon. If it is sunny, and he
sees his shadow, he will get scared and run back into
his hole, and winter will continue for 6 more weeks.
The most famous groundhog is named Punxsutawney
Phil, and he lives in Punxsutawny, Pennsylvania.
There is also a famous movie called Groundhog Day,
starring Bill Murray. Personally, | hope Phil doesn't
see his shadow. I'm ready for Spring!
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