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Why learning other languages is good:

[ received a phone call the other day, from

t understand what she
“

m a foreigner and My Japanese

a woman. 1 couldn’
wanted, so in Japanese [ told her, m
sorry, I’
isn” t very good, can you please say that
again” . She chuckled a bit, and then
paused in thought, thinking about what to
say to help me understand. Then she said,
“uh---. Wife?” | and I realized she had been
asking to speak to the woman of the house,
probably to sell some products or some-
thing. I told her, again in my poor Japanese,
‘" m not married and She
thanked me for my time, and we both hung
up. That one English word was enough to

live alone’ .

help a foreigner in understanding the situa-
tion. Learning another language is always
beneficial, even if it s just to get out of an
awkward telephone conversation.

Until next time,
Jay
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