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Hello again! After living in Nishihara a couple months, | can
happily say this village is really starting to feel like home. | feel
very fortunate to have gotten many opportunities to explore
Kumamoto since I've been here. | have visited the Kikuchi
Gorge, shopped in Kumamoto City, gone camping in
Okuyatani and Ashikita, explored Amakusa, river rafted in
Hitoyoshi, bungee-jumped in ltsuki, had fun at the Greenland
Amusement Park in Arao, and enjoyed finding hidden cafes
here in Nishihara.

| have noticed many differences between traveling locally in
lapan and traveling locally in my home state of Colorado, For
one, the infrastructure is very different, Large freeways (6-8
lanes!) connect larger cities to each other and they often run
across state lines. They are the same as Japanese toll roads, but
yvou don't have to pay any money to drive on them! The local
roads are also much wider so speed limits are higher, so it takes
less time to get from place to place. Suburban areas are also
much larger, so it takes several hours in any direction from the
city to find the more inaka areas. Villages like Mishihara that are
less than an hour from the big citv are much less common in
Colorado and in most other states.

I'm looking forward to exploring Kumamoto, Kyushu, and the
rest of Japan!
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