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Hello! | hope everyone has stayed dry and comfortable
through this year’ s rainy season. As my time in
Nishihara is coming to an end, many people ask me
what | think of Japan, often wanting to hear something
good about their own country. It occurs to me that many
people in Japan are proud of their country, and indeed
there are many great things about it. There are also some
bad aspects as with any other place, too. When | think
of America, however, | have never been proud--even as
a child. Many politicians in America often say that it’ s
a great place, even when it is ranked far behind its peers
in education, healthcare, crime, and other factors of
daily life. Furthermore, it has a rather divisive history in
imperialism, slavery, discrimination, and foreign
conflict. America does have the highest GDP of any
country, but this hardly translates into “great living” for
the majority of its citizens. What makes a country great
then? Is it its treatment of citizens, foreign neighbors,
and environment? Or, perhaps, its scientific
achievements, economic output, or rich cultural history?
What do you think?
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