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Hello everyone! This month, with many people going to
enkais and enjoying beer, and eventually hanami, I'd like to
talk about beer. Often, people will ask me how | like Japa-
nese beer. While | do like Japanese beer, | find it lacking
in variety compared with America and other countries.
Usually, you can get Asahi, Kirin, Sapporo, or Suntory in
Japan. Some regions have local beers but they're not
often widely available. You may be surprised to hear that
America has over 6,000 breweries (beer makers) produc-
iNng thousands of varieties of beer. It isn't uncommon to
have a selection of 50-100 at a normal supermarket. What
I've learned is that Japan’s lack of variety and small-scale
brewing is mostly to do with the brewing law in Japan. Until
the mid 1990’s, brewing licenses were only issued for large
scale operations, drastically limiting the scope of beer
produced. When the laws changed, there was a boom of
brewing, but of mini-industrial styles copying the bigger
producers. Most of these companies ended up failing as
a result. Now, there is growing passion for different types
and small productions in Japan. Hopefully we'll see more
and more interesting varieties available as breweries grow!
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