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| hope you've had an excellent New
Years with delicious osechi. This month, I'll talk a little bit
about global economics and international politics
between the U.S and China.

Many people wonder about Mr. Trump’s policies and his
current trade war against China, after all the cycle of
tariffs and retaliation is sinking commerce around the
world and causing hardship for many people—including
his main supporters. While | don’'t mean to defend him in
anyway, there is a reason for his antagonism. Most of the
world, including the EU and Japan, operate in capitalist
markets in which if you create an idea or technology, you
or your company “own” that idea and any profit made
from it. This is referred to usually as copyright or intellec-
tual property.

China, however, with its position as being the 2nd
largest economy (soon to be the largest), often requires
foreign companies to share their intellectual property or
technology with Chinese companies to do business in
China. Most of the world is not happy with this arrange-
ment, hence Mr.Trump’s levying of tariffs in an attempt to
negotiate a better compromise for many things but chiefly
how intellectual property is handled. What do you think
about intellectual property?
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