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A Word from the Mayor

Nishihara is a village blessed with natural beauty and light. This year,
2010, marks the 50th anniversary of the merger between Yamanishi and
Kawahara villages into what is now Nishihara. Looking back a half
century into our past, | see that it was filled with complications, yet over
the years we have made steady and significant progress toward a
brighter and better future. We have fought to maintain a balance
between industry and nature, progress and tradition. Our past and our
future.

Preserving this balance and preserving the beauty that surrounds us
has been essential to the creation of a home where people of all ages
can live in peace and harmony.

We look forward to the future, which we as a community have shaped
into something better.

To all my villagers, thank you for your hard work and your kind spirit. If
you are new to Japan or to this region, | hope that this handbook will
serve to further your interest in Nishihara Village and Japanese culture.
Please accept my warmest welcome to Nishihara!

With Blessings for a Bright Future,



HRESAN(RRVUOIVEEXREIQHEI S A EIE—~ OOIOR—~=

QT K WIH LB IO L OV RE L LVNI-QR 2 St | 82
..E,Ny vm UBERNEYQ IEIF REMN I LIRS N <L QIR I H P\ S #6427
I HE QA OISR KR Q- TS IR R\ BB (00" $aR U B IR Q Eg R0 ” 0=
SN L WEE DN S’

Nature and Points of Interest

LT

|
|
b
|
m
!
|




{3 - %2R

Nature and Points of Interest

680 (2 I AVSK QO IT A0 [R— L= & 103 e

DETBL WRHI MNWIRKNEBEHRIOF LR O EEKEYRONVL
IR RE O\ S B Q] E- X 1 78 [ R TR EHR QMR MY | A DV RRIE a0
RN E AEE B ZIE 1) O 10 S o I L BHEIA0 0D QLR WM<
RIBRIEYERO<LOQR NN X L0\ 2 a4

[ K ERRh]

BFR O HHO MR L IR R O 413 {15 S HE X 45 B
[SKEEHE (DioH) | BEESKHID U= 0
RLIOOH6.R7 | HE TNV 401 D\ DR X
N RAEOMDDUSEORH IRt

B0 40 R VK D KR DONID QL B IR i
[H23K | SHhLE D QI HUD 4D QN 6 or°

PG EUER Q< IFQH IHTIEIE R
— OO WGBTS O\ Sttt

[HE S ER]

16k 4 © [ T X 2 K T <
EPHREQS i Om
LIFHmN 6 O D BR M D 1
HEEIDLHE 205
DEDWEEK Ottt




ISRV LB QE B IR W E s Q WENH KA Do QIR+ KR

Nature and Points of Interest lIR / \gﬂm \hﬂp
’ ) .Rm_b FUSEHIERED FREKSERE HINIEREIKEIRWR W S 12 KK

VY A DR KB ERIU S U E R LB R R s B
QB )R DA BEHE VO KECR

nn BRG RO DN
o @ TAOWPEHEROR LIS ERUS FUERTRL 0RO <L QB 1K

WEELOXE R\ St




. %y
Nature and Points of Interest 6 /\ @ , A/ 7 -V Z

’,

SN

IR EREQKK

ERRR— 0 O LEEBR— PN EE
NP AP S REE

MRS E LR ENRP " KEURESE TN
HOQBROmFQEMRwRIEQ EHSVLU O S WL #6024 & D f i {8

VRSN NLER VL RRON VR LM K IPERESHELILLOLAX
2 INA QUIIERHE A A A\ DD IIEX (4o

10

11



3 - B2:R

Nature and Points of Interest

. m—. .

- \ niiNg

Y WEE A 0B POE KETQTE Q04 NNED
. N\ o B0 ) B S 0 1) 8 (R 2

BINET D 2R B Ao 001 ) A0 R {0 A0 IR A0 A0 -0 LK O 2 R R4
B ) A R A4 IR IS IR S JUOEQO O NN T K Q
B SHER 0 REL0HI 2, IR VB0 S o’ s LD — -
A ANANPC L ERIRN L B NOR— AKX RN
BV ERRREOWVRS R —N—NXNEKORH4°

’y U Bﬁ HRZUBNOQTRANRKRER RS BRI 0% X R0
j 7 RE-ONDV LFESN—NXUBO P on B SmieBUs 2
} ‘i

BHAOR—NATRANKEUREL R DV NEM L EL L0

[EHEDD—ANAU2RNLD—DIND] [B2RRNLD—=OIND] [DIDNLEHRENVURNTI2DODIND]
EREBSE B WRL R OM—NKWENRN VR REKQERL RBM—NKW FLWN B U —2U+0 — OO0 /1640 UK FIEE QNI AU 3 O ITT S N IR
Ut BERHER R O U QRSIIE LUS Db 1° ML N—L RN St he° ADLMT—NKENIND L0 \T— N R IFE RS D Ho fon°

12

13



Agriculture,

Hixz® EiEsETHEINKGSN
S50 5 S840 1 S=HL D 46 o s
Ao U O UEER QS BN
XIAXHECLERQFEEIIE O S 46
Ao IR R T AR NS Q T HEQ-" [
QI R WD S v0 BRI A
VALV RS ENRIOE(ES
=SS SBEHG SR ERER KO
AN B IRAVENMR DO Db oy

HNROS=CEEPL RN KBE]

18 EEE Q& AU-D SIS
e $FQRRRCLRRWV I H
AEUE ol N KR A e A VA
EH-P QR IR o 18" R E )
R O RRER D 4375 100" HR SR F-3X
VO N S WL O\ St o

MR L) BEN SRR S
HA0ED BIRbIS Y DMEQEL R
W EOERK IR

EEgat

PODYHR[LROY] R
QLD VPER St il &
PRV LKL RO ST’
[HIRe< % UDVESEIK
0k R o B - MK KT
VUIOMVEXKRRIEV " #H 1L
I K& K RRERECH
2 O Sttt EXHN ) J T i 08
OO R MR O K G 1 L
NCINEVI g =<biakuchin (XNt u bR
6 1o AW AU ) & N E i
P HIK RO | QI
Kot

B 3

HIRIZ S B 127 T L2 O
WXBESH S XIXHEW
RENWLS BERCHELLER X
HSEELR VORI OV
LY HSENRMRWHENMS
i IS8 SRR
DTSR RIRT-HEEHR
RIS R LDV HRED
IvHNL RV BH S CS
ZEEIUDLS OV IS H
fo?

LR

HIE 2R ETU SN D 54
B WEODIRSHETIVIEOIK
HQHER D SR QX RED
HOERK W/ E DS U
DOHWIEN QRN R
VOL N St

KKSOSLER (M-
VUSE LKW NV
ISHUIMFESRUEIHOVRE
WH OSUBWRHUPVES
NS DSUESKKSKIIL
TN DB i £ I
D CEKNSHSIR’

14



Suzstva 42019

R O NERBSRE o 9
ST oo g4 S0 T
TANRNNT
=

X

T

RE FTTSNIUTEANEEH

4
[
b=

OB AEON M T AVIIR G ER TESS - . ACKT RIS HEAZITR

o FMEESFIrOT

&, (F NS TN INFES S AT IS RS W T E

1
I
=
Jib
Y
7
]\
4
D,
]

5
3
|
7
)%
S
&
L
T
i
Jit
o)
T
%
D
2
L
3
T
X
%
A

ok IS Ty e VBN SN VES O U — ) S T F RS P Tpae
BAME, FAITTWHITHITEE , ACAN M HEAET A NREZ SN,

SEFOFE ARTEHFRIT FHETSHFIMFGSOSORED

WHEGEIEMTC

—
(@)




% w % h3 L0/ i s
D D &S g Y
Fi o S N RN U I S
ME T ERELLESL S NF
24 YN % 5 fli ¥ & & W
xR sy g fELE
— . mf%ﬁi 7 f?a:fﬁfrﬁ:%ﬁf%%
SN e Se———— - o h om0 B xoy BT
- R —- D @, g ivymdplts
- e —— e oo A H o= B b i i =
e — | . =2umE VT s TR Rk
~ Commerce and Industry > E ?)@ [ 8 o i E T i 19 %\) S Iz
. Nishihara Village is conveniently located only 10 minutes from the Kumamoto Airport, on Routes 206 and 28. This road serves as a popular weekend £ < 7 }Tg H T % Bk o 7 JE 3 ﬁj 1®) ;:L Ci\
S route for westward travelers coming from Kumamoto City. As a result, the road is lined with a series of shops and particularly good restaurants. n Z L F r‘ljé DA = iﬁ e 7 PR RE
" Due to its proximity to the airport and cheap land, Nishihara has been a popular destination for domestic companies to build factory warehouses o sl 5 B HE = F O 7z ')J‘J g 5 Vi
and processing plants. In order to stem the growth of these complexes, the “Kumamoto Technopolis Plan” was put in place, limiting the construc- {}E IE‘ fﬂl:» i: T: & ? ip; E :ﬁ Sl %T" e ]T: T
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tion of industrial buildings to two areas, the Komori Industrial Complex and the Toriko Industrial Park. Outside of these two areas, Nishihara remains L & 7 5 M S CE D2 A DB M oO% 3

a picturesque example of the Japanese countryside.
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Community Service
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Lifelong Learning

Education in Nishihara continues into
adulthood. The local community center
offers a variety of courses for adults,
including Tai Chi, ballroom dance, Yoga,
English, and a monthly Women’s Seminar.
In addition, there are local sports teams
that village members can join. These
classes and activities improve the quality
of life for all villagers, encouraging
members of the community to live
healthier, happier lives.
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Education

There are two elementary schools and
one junior high school currently located
in Nishihara. Once they reach high
school, students usually attend school in
the nearby town of Ozu. The village
schools fall under the jurisdiction of the
board of education, and all schools
strive to instill in their students a strong
academic and social foundation.
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Nursery School

In 2003, the two nursery sch_gols in Nishihara merged into one preschool. Iku Yasushi has a

capacity of 160 students and includes day care, educational, and special-needs services. lku m—
services. lku Yasushi strives to teach its students basic speaking and listening etiquette while - -
keeping the children happy and healthy, forming the foundation for a bright future.
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Sustainability
In 2005, Nishihara and the surrounding area were officially ushered into the 21st
century sustainability movement with the installation of 10 windmills on the
y | Tawarayama mountainside. The place is aptly positioned to harness the ample
{;‘,r'l wind power, which blows through the Aso region. The company that runs this
power station works with the nearby elementary school to teach children the
fundamentals of environmental protection and sustainability.
In addition, Nishihara Village has installed PV systems, or solar panels, into several
public facilities, such as the nursery school and the community center. The admin- e s
istration continues to work with local residents in reducing its carbon footprint on |5 .l:n . ’ 7

¥
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the environment. Today, the Tawarayama windmills remain a beautiful and iconic j§ & & i ag | g TN = X *3

- ! i -
2 - Iy 0
symbol of the village and its dedication to environmental sustainability. AW ; 1 I ‘;::E:H e w
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Cleaning the Streets 1 # 5 W i b ¥ A 4 > S Facilitating the Environment
E . . . R L T iﬂ?‘ v k& P E [ IR N | ; To encourage the regeneration of healthy grasses and local vegetation and to help prevent the growth
ach village or township has a different way of D T D g v EH < L op T % - . .
L hit o L % = = 4 of weeds and pasture pests, the grassy hillsides are burned every year in late March. Fire marshals,
keeping its roads clean and clear of garbage. In S A € O C A e : R .. .
Nishi . . e D m ¥ @ Py Hi moooE » SERSE] Eons many of whom are volunteers from the community, partake in this burning ritual, which covers about
ishihara, villagers partake in a “Street Fair” twice < = F (JII; E 3 EE B 2F Wl TN 1050 h fland d Nishih
a year in autumn and spring. Along over 120 km of N fc’f o M n % N 5 U B\‘ 50 i i o= ECt_ares O T ] . . . .
’ . o B oE »H LoFE a pm I om _» Part of this tradition takes the form of the beautiful Mountain Festival, which takes place at night. As
village roads, grasses are mowed, trash is oD % X 2 720 i 2k 2F 2 ) .
collected, and streets are swept by at least one H] E% R H Iz £ N 2 X g the sun sets, the grasses on the mountain are set aflame, as though touched by the fires of the sun.
! % 3y g <o 2 e F 2SN & Many tourists from outside the prefecture come to catch a glimpse of this spectacular scener
member of each household, each assigned a H % GI: HOH D n n '?; % 3 STy W y.
particular segment of road. The tradition officially CAACENEE i ;C, T LA >
began in 1951, though many believe that it goes g, gqnz oW i %ZJ 2 éi x T % X ‘EX
back even further. In 2005, the Japanese Ministry of Y £x H 2 iﬁ% ;(“‘]1 b ﬂ% Z % il Z
Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism N T: 0) i) {ﬁl L L 26 &k, r A EE o
awarded Nishihara the Regional Community é X % OE) K 3|z % 4 é 77 @ g /
Activity Award for its ongoing traditional beautifi- EN %) O kil 5% '% DL N U 17 F
cation efforts. w1 e % 5 17 b & ve AT ? X ?
And what do the citizens of Nishihara get in return il ?T; I B o» 4 n %’% ) » §
for their hard work? They are rewarded with @ 2 é D &7 Jis F 06) % n ) #’S
stronger community ties, deeper friendships, and % X E é B j; & T g F ’C/
pride for contributing to village life. ;‘J: Hh < {ﬁ g 7@( W ) ?; =
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Disaster Prevention
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Culture and Tradition
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Government
The Nishihara municipal building houses everything from the mayor’s office to the board of educa-

tion to tax and immigration services. As you enter the building, there is a display case showcasing
ceramics and origami, the work of some local villagers. The office is an open space where the staff
are friendly and helpful, working to administrate to an ever-evolving and close-knit public.

For the Nishihara government, as for any representative government, the task of faithfully
representing the voices of its citizens presents new challenges every day. This administration
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Assembly

Japanese municipalities are generally run by a mayor and a unicameral
assembly. Nishihara is no exception. The Nishihara the villagers
themselves. The Assembly holds regularly scheduled Village Assembly
consists of 12 elected representatives from among meetings four times
a year to discuss matters such as the budget, village ordinances, and
other important policy matters. In addition, the Assembly can hold
occasional emergency meetings regarding urgent matters. In order to
keep the villagers informed, a copy of each meeting.

the meeting minutes is distributed to each household following
Beginning in the 1990s, the Japanese government began to undergo a
significant decentralization process. The different levels of government
periodically shift their responsibilities, usually in the direction of local
government bodies. As a result, local contributes to the preservation of
unique local cultures and governments are growing in importance and
authority, which traditions.
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History of Nishihara
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