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Sustainability
In 2005, Nishihara and the surrounding area were officially ushered into the 21st
century sustainability movement with the installation of 10 windmills on the
y | Tawarayama mountainside. The place is aptly positioned to harness the ample
{;‘,r'l wind power, which blows through the Aso region. The company that runs this
power station works with the nearby elementary school to teach children the
fundamentals of environmental protection and sustainability.
In addition, Nishihara Village has installed PV systems, or solar panels, into several
public facilities, such as the nursery school and the community center. The admin- e s
istration continues to work with local residents in reducing its carbon footprint on |5 .l:n . ’ 7
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the environment. Today, the Tawarayama windmills remain a beautiful and iconic j§ & & i ag | g TN = X *3
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symbol of the village and its dedication to environmental sustainability. AW ; 1 I ‘;::E:H e w
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Cleaning the Streets 1 # 5 W i b ¥ A 4 > S Facilitating the Environment
E . . . R L T iﬂ?‘ v k& P E [ IR N | ; To encourage the regeneration of healthy grasses and local vegetation and to help prevent the growth
ach village or township has a different way of D T D g v EH < L op T % - . .
L hit o L % = = 4 of weeds and pasture pests, the grassy hillsides are burned every year in late March. Fire marshals,
keeping its roads clean and clear of garbage. In S A € O C A e : R .. .
Nishi . . e D m ¥ @ Py Hi moooE » SERSE] Eons many of whom are volunteers from the community, partake in this burning ritual, which covers about
ishihara, villagers partake in a “Street Fair” twice < = F (JII; E 3 EE B 2F Wl TN 1050 h fland d Nishih
a year in autumn and spring. Along over 120 km of N fc’f o M n % N 5 U B\‘ 50 i i o= ECt_ares O T ] . . . .
’ . o B oE »H LoFE a pm I om _» Part of this tradition takes the form of the beautiful Mountain Festival, which takes place at night. As
village roads, grasses are mowed, trash is oD % X 2 720 i 2k 2F 2 ) .
collected, and streets are swept by at least one H] E% R H Iz £ N 2 X g the sun sets, the grasses on the mountain are set aflame, as though touched by the fires of the sun.
! % 3y g <o 2 e F 2SN & Many tourists from outside the prefecture come to catch a glimpse of this spectacular scener
member of each household, each assigned a H % GI: HOH D n n '?; % 3 STy W y.
particular segment of road. The tradition officially CAACENEE i ;C, T LA >
began in 1951, though many believe that it goes g, gqnz oW i %ZJ 2 éi x T % X ‘EX
back even further. In 2005, the Japanese Ministry of Y £x H 2 iﬁ% ;(“‘]1 b ﬂ% Z % il Z
Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism N T: 0) i) {ﬁl L L 26 &k, r A EE o
awarded Nishihara the Regional Community é X % OE) K 3|z % 4 é 77 @ g /
Activity Award for its ongoing traditional beautifi- EN %) O kil 5% '% DL N U 17 F
cation efforts. w1 e % 5 17 b & ve AT ? X ?
And what do the citizens of Nishihara get in return il ?T; I B o» 4 n %’% ) » §
for their hard work? They are rewarded with @ 2 é D &7 Jis F 06) % n ) #’S
stronger community ties, deeper friendships, and % X E é B j; & T g F ’C/
pride for contributing to village life. ;‘J: Hh < {ﬁ g 7@( W ) ?; =
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