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As | learn more and more Japanese, I'm struck
with how many English words have been borrowed
and incorporated into the Japanese language. It
makes learning new vocabulary at times very easy
and simple. There are many words that mean
pretty much the same thing in both languages, like
“soccer” and ‘v A —" or ‘camp” and “F v~
7" There are words that have been abbreviated
in Japanese, but the meaning of the original English
word remains intact, like “smartphone” and ‘A < R”
and “illustration” and “4 7 A ;. But there is a
collection of words that are borrowed from English
that have a very different meaning in each language.
The word that comes immediately to mind is “<
¥ 3" InJapanese, a X ¥ 3~ is essentially
an apartmen. In English, @ mansion is a luxuriously
large house. The White House, the home of the
President of the United States is considered a
mansion. The Von Trapp family's house in the movie
“The Sound of Music” is a mansion. It's fascinating
to me how meaning adapts and evolves across

languages and countries.
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