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The best part of my job is getting to know my
students. | feel lucky that | get to concentrate
on one school and really be able to observe each
student’s individual growth and improvement in
English, but also see their personalities, passions, and
senses of humor. As fun as school events are, small
classroom interactions give me the most joy. And
since I'm feeling particularly sentimental this month,
here are some of my favorite moments over the
past two years

As | read a passage about Yosemite National Park
from the textbook, a student in the back of the
classroom interrupts to say “Huh? Yos-Emily?” The
English teacher has difficulty finding the worksheet
for the period, and a student says from their desk,
‘Okay! Don't need.” | walk into a classroom for
English class to see four boys singing a RADWIMPS
song with fervor in the corner. After giving them
the appropriate applause, two of them begin to
argue with me over who is the better singer; | walk
around the classroom during a conversation activity,
the topic being future dreams. One student asks
me what | want to be. In a momentary panic
and unable to think of anything else, | reply with
teacher. With a soft smile they respond, “But

aren't you already a teacher?”
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