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One of my friend's birthdays is on the same day
as Tanabata, so for his birthday this year we made
and hung tanabata wishes on a small houseplant as

his gift. This was my first time truly partaking in

the Tanabata celebration and making wishes in this

fashion. The summer | arrived in Kumamoto two

years ago was after Tanabata had passed; last year
| recall doing Tanabata wishes in at least one of my

English classes, but | think we can all agree that

it's not the same. And | didn't have many Japanese

friends last year who could share this part of

Japanese culture with me that | was never exposed
to back in America. This small celebration made me

reflect on this past year. It has been difficult not

being able to visit home or see my family (I haven't

been home since | came to Kumamoto two years

ago), but this past year has also been the year that
| have found my community and home in Kumamoto

the most.

Tanabata, for reasons other than just being my
friend's birthday, will from now on be a special
holiday to me.
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