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I had a conversation recently about social hierarchies as
they exist in Japan compared to America with a friend who
is Japanese and a friend who is also a foreigner. Not to say
that these hierarchies between people of different age
Eroups don’t exist in the United States or in Western culture,

ut it is nowhere near as prevalent as it is in Japan. In
schools and in workplaces in America, there is of course a
level of respect held for those older than you or with more
experience, but it is not seen as disrespectful to have a
di‘rff)erence of opinion or to disagree with your superiors.
During school and at my previous workplaces | did not
expect subordination from those only several years younger
than me, nor was it expected of me by those older. The
depth of my friendships were always based on shared
interests and experiences and not restricted by the years our
births were apart. I've always wondered why these
senpai-kohai relationships are as rigid as they are in Japan.
Is this something that is central to Japanese culture and the
Japanese identity, or is this something that can evolve?
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