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Growing up in America, and living in a household with a
politically active parent, one of the reasons | looked forward to
turning 18 was earning my right to vote. Although | was in middle
school and high school during President Obama’s campaigns and
unable to cast a vote myself, | was anxiously watching the news
coverage in the months leading up to the elections and stayed up
late on the election nights to watch the first African American man
win the presidential office for two terms. The first presidential
election | was able to participate in was in 2016 when | was 19
years old, | voted this year, and | fully intend to vote in every
election until the day | die.

In America, every American has the right to vote in elections for
their representatives at the local, state, and federal level, and many
American exercise this right in every election they can. The ability
to vote is a source of pride for many Americans. | know the culture
is different in Japan when it comes to politics and voting. Why is
that? Do you think the cultural attitude about this will change in the
future? What do you think about the American election system?
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