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Hello! | hope everyone is well and looking forward to
warmer weather and a new spring.

With students graduating soon, | thought | would write a
little about universities and their differences between the
US and Japan. Some of the key differences are seen in
cost and admissions factors. Being admitted to a univer-
sity in the US is based not only on test scores, but
academic performance in high school, volunteer activities,
club activities, economic background, teacher recommen-
dations, and, to some extent, race. Most students in the
US will take either the SAT or ACT test, or both. These are
tests given by nonprofit organizations (though they cost
money to take) in the US that examine general knowledge
in math, reading, and writing. There is no test like a niji
shiken. Furthermore, tests are given several times a year
SO students have many opportunities to retake them. In
terms of cost, attending a university in the US is like buying
a house. Japan's university tuitions are usually around
500,000 - 1,000,000 yen per year. Inthe US, students can
expect to pay anywhere from 1,000,000 - 5,000,000 yen
per year. It's quite daunting!
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