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Hello! | hope you've been keeping warm throughout
January and enjoying the new year so far.

This month, I'd like to talk a little about music class in
America and Japan. While music is taught to almost
everyone in Japan at some point in school, it's not the
case in America. Music is usually almost completely
optional as a subject, leading to some very bad singers
(like myself). When it is taught, it's usually divided into 3
separate options: choir, band (brass band, jazz band,
etc.), and orchestra. Students can pick which one they
would like to study and have an entire class dedicated to
it, rather than being part of a club or class activity such as
for the choral festivals here in Japan. You may also be
surprised to hear that music history isn’t usually part of
these classes. Students often only focus on performance
and theory, being tested on their playing or singing skills
above all. It's a different style from Japan, but | think both
are fun and engaging ways of learning about music!
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