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Whisky is Scotland’s biggest export. Scotch whisky is
popular in many countries around the world. Recently
Japanese whisky is also becoming very popular, but what
is the story behind Japanese whisky distilling?

The roots of whisky distilling in Japan began with a
man called Masataka Taketsuru. Taketsuru's story begins
with a journey to Scotland, whisky’s spiritual home. He
started a course in organic chemistry at the University of
Glasgow where he met Jessie Roberta "Rita" Cowan. One
year later, the pair were married and planning to go back
to Japan to start their own whisky company.

On his return to Japan, Taketsuru worked for other
companies, until founding his own. The site Taketsuru
chose to build his whisky distillery was Yoichi in Hokkaido.
He believed that Yoichi best reflected the surroundings of
the Scottish distilleries he had seen a few years earlier.

The distillery began production under the name “Dai
Nippon Kaju KK” , this evolved into the name familiar to
many whisky drinkers today, Nikka Whisky Distilling Co.
Ltd, or Nikka Whisky for short.

Rita Cowan, from Kirkintilloch, is thought of as the
“‘Mother of Japanese Whisky”. She was always by
Taketsuru’s side and contributed her knowledge of
how whisky was made in Scotland. This invaluable input
allowed Taketsuru to realize his dream of producing
whisky in Japan, similar to that which was being
produced thousands of miles away in Scotland.

NHK have produced a drama called “Massan” about
the lives of Taketsuru and Cowan, to be screened across
150 episodes, each 15 minutes long. The drama starts on
September 29th, 2014, Look out for it!
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