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l[deas about Japan

Before | came to Japan, | had many ideas in my
mind about what Japan was about. | had ideas
about the culture, people and about the food.

Having lived in Japan, | can now understand
everything better.

My first idea about Japan was that they made
nice sports cars. | wanted a Japanese sports
car! As a young person, | didn’t have any idea
or opinion about the war. We learned a little in
school, but | could imagine sports cars and a Sony
Walkman easier than the history of World War 2.

| imagined that Japanese people ate a lot of
sushi. Possibly Japanese people had samurai
swords, but | probably knew this wasn' t true!

From Scotland, Japan seemed far away. Many
people think Japan is far away, even though the
British routinely travel 24 hours to Australia and
New Zealand. (London to Tokyo is only 12 hours).

| imagined that the Japanese were Buddhist; |
had little knowledge of Shintoism.

| think every country has an imagined image,
with some good stereotypes and some bad. Next
month, | will talk about Scottish stereotypes and if
they are true or not.
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