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Sakura

The cherry blossoms have come and gone.
Although I ve been here three years this
spring I finally had my first hanami party. In
Canada we don’ t have nearly as many cherry
blossom trees as there are in Japan. The
soothing pink that can be seen everywhere
here is a welcomed sign of spring and the
beginning of new life. Hanami, to me, means a
celebration of spring’ s return; a chance to
bathe in soft-coloured flowers with friends or
family. As Sakura’ s petals float away,
replaced by fresh green leaves, the spring will
gradually bring on the rains of May and June,
and we await her return next year.

Jay Penner
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